Arlene J. Surdyka

August 3, 1943 - April 9, 2026

Arlene J. Surdyka, 82, of Wood-Ridge, passed away peacefully on April 9,
2026, surrounded by the love of her family in the home she cherished for over
39 years. Born on August 3, 1943, in Hackensack to the late Josephine and
Michael Romanchick, Arlene was raised in Garfield and graduated from
Garfield High School, Class of 1961.

Arlene was the beloved and beautiful wife of Frederick for nearly 42 years,
and his greatest blessing and constant companion; a devoted and loving
mother to Lisa Perno-Gelewski and her husband Mike; and a cherished and
proud grandmother to twins Emily Maya and Michael Paul, who brought her
endless joy. She was also a loving sister-in-law to Carol Surdyka, a dear aunt
to Joe and Shelly, Bob and Terri, and Kevin, and a proud great-aunt to
Joseph. She was predeceased by her parents and her dear sister, Maryann
"Ro" Romanchick, and brother-in-law Alan Surdyka.

Arlene lived her life with quiet dignity, thoughtfulness, and grace. Never one to
seek recognition, she expressed her love through her actions-always putting
others first and showing up for anyone in need. She had a natural way of
making people feel special, and her kindness and generosity left a lasting
imprint on all who knew her. If someone needed help, comfort, or simply a
listening ear, Arlene was always there. She will always be remembered as
someone truly special.



She worked for many years as an Office Manager, including with Temco Home
Healthcare Products and Acme International, before taking early retirement to
lovingly care for her ailing parents-an act that reflected her selflessness and
deep devotion to family.

Her greatest joy was time spent with family and friends, especially when
gathered around her table. A legendary cook, she was known for preparing
incredible spreads that could feed an army-whether for Easter, Thanksgiving,
Christmas, or simple summer barbecues on her deck overlooking the New
York skyline. Her home was a place of warmth, laughter, and togetherness.

She enjoyed the simple pleasures that made life rich-spending lazy afternoons
floating in her pool, barbecuing, dining out, and traveling. She especially loved
trips to St. Maarten and Aruba with family and friends, as well as memorable
visits to Atlantic City with her sister-in-law Carol, always hoping to hit her
favorite Lucky 7 slot machines and secure that "pot of gold." She and her
husband also shared many special celebrations at the Upper Montclair
Country Club, where they were members.

Arlene was a parishioner of St. Joseph's R.C. Church in East Rutherford and
had also been attending services at Our Lady of Mount Carmel R.C. Church in
Ridgewood alongside her daughter.

In quieter moments, she found joy in oil painting in her younger years, and
more recently could often be found watching sports or her favorite Hallmark
movies. A devoted, long-time fan of the New York Yankees, she especially
loved cheering on Derek Jeter and Aaron Judge from the comfort of home.

Arlene's life was defined by love-love for her family, her cherished friends, and
the many people whose lives she touched so deeply. She expressed that love



in ways both big and small, often saying, "You are my sunshine" and "l love
you to the moon and back." Above all, her legacy is one of love, generosity,
and unwavering devotion to her family. She will be deeply missed and forever
remembered.

Monsignor Ron Rozniak will celebrate the Funeral Mass.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Arlene's name to St. Jude Children's Research

Hospital (www.stjude.org ) or The American Cancer Society of New Jersey
(PO Box P, Manasquan, NJ 08736) would be kindly appreciated by her family.



Cemetery Details

St. Michael's Cemetery

120 Saddle River Avenue
South Hackensack, NJ 07606

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 14. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Kamienski Funeral Home of Wallington
106 Locust Avenue
Wallington, NJ 07057

Visitation

APR 15. 9:00 AM - 9:45 AM (ET)

Kamienski Funeral Home of Wallington
106 Locust Avenue
Wallington, NJ 07057

Funeral Mass

APR 15. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Joseph's R.C. Church East Rutherford
120 Hoboken Road
East Rutherford, NJ 07073



Burial

APR 15. 11:15 AM - 11:30 AM (ET)

St. Michael's Cemetery
120 Saddle River Avenue
South Hackensack, NJ 07606



Tribute Wall

Kamienski Funeral Homes, Inc created a Tribute Video in memory
of Arlene J. Surdyka

In Loving Memory

Arlene . Surd;;ka

Kamienski Funeral Homes, Inc. - April 14 at 09:18 PM

| so appreciated Arlene's straightforwardness. On my visits to NJ
from Florida, Arlene always made me feel like a welcomed family
member. When my own sister passed away Arlene and Fred took
me under their wing and drove me to and from the funeral. That
kindness stayed with me for a long time, and continues today. At
this time I'm reminded of Jesus' words stating " He is the
resurrection and the life and whoever believes ( puts their trust in
Him) in Him though he die he will live" Eternity is real, Heaven is
real . My prayers are with Lisa, Fred and the rest of the family for
God's peace and comfort to surround you.

Jody P - April 12 at 02:22 PM

Henry &Barbara scarpa sorry for your loss to |

your Family may She rest in peace .

Barbara Scarpa - April 12 at 01:46 PM



So sorry for your loss. Arlene was a loving, |
kind and wonderful woman who will be

missed by everyone. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you at this time. William and \*

Vanessa Peters

William and Vanessa Peters - April 10 at 08:48 PM



